Are We Meeting Our Defense Schedule? 


Disagreement between civilian officials heading the de- 
fense production agencies and the military on how we can 
best achieve our mobilization goals has been highlighted in 
recent weeks by two Congressional committees. 

The Joint Committee on Defense Production, which was 
favorably impressed with the progress of the defense effort, 
examined, for the most part, material prepared by the emer- 
gency defense agencies and heard some of the officials head- 
ing these agencies. On the other hand, the Preparedness 
subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Armed Services, 
reporting a dangerous lag in our defense output, based 
their findings on talks with representatives of the military 
services. 

The military is primarily concerned with the stepping up 
of the delivery of war goods. The civilians heading the 
defense agencies believe that building of more factories and 
increasing our output of raw materials are also of imme- 
diate importance, in order to insure large future deliveries 
of war goods. They point to the fact that defense produc- 
tion expenditures are running very close to estimates. At 
the outbreak of the Korean war, we were spending $500,- 
000,000 a month for military goods. Now the monthly 
figure is $1,500,000,000. The Office of Defense Mobiliza- 
tion predicts that monthly expenditures will reach $2,500,- 
000,000 next spring and that in 1953, we will be averaging 
$1,000,000,000 a week for defense production. 

The armed services subcommittee, however, reported that 
during the April 1-June 30, 1951 period, only 66 per cent 
of the aircraft scheduled for delivery was actually delivered. 


Also, only 70 per cent of the electronic equipment, 60 per 
cent of the tanks, and 30 per cent of the guided missiles 
similarly scheduled were delivered. 

The military determines its necessities and then places 
contracts. The defense production setup is supposed to 
assure that materials and facilities for the mobilization 
effort are available when they are needed, and that the con 
tracts can be filled. In the early days of the Korean con 
flict, officials heading the defense agencies decided on the 
“guns and butter” theory, barring the possibility of an all 
out war. There has been some curtailment in the produc 
tion of civilian goods, but substantial quantities of refrig 
erators, automobiles, and similar goods still roll off the 
assembly lines. The subcommittee reports that the military 
believes that too “soft” an attitude has been maintained in 
the curtailment of consumer production. 
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Plans, #2, 3, and 4, placing under Civil Service the 
Postmaster, the Customs anc Treasury officials, and 
U. S. Marshals, were rejected 

Hearings on nine other reorganization bills were 
held by the House Expenditures Committee but no 
action was taken. 


OTHER LEGISLATION 


1. Soldier Voting (S. 3061 and H. R. 7488) bill to extend 
voting rights to members of the Armed Forces, passed Senate 
June 30, 1952; failed to pass the House. 


2. Presidential Primaries: 

a. §. 2570 and H. R. 6539: bills to aid the states in 
holding direct presidential primaries. Senate postponed 
indefinitely July 3, 1952. 

b. H. J. Res. 366, S. J. Res. 125, 145: Constitutional 
amendment to establish mandatory presidential primaries. 
Hearings were held in both Houses, but no action taken. 


3. Encouragement of voting (H. R. 7571, S. 3435): bills 
to encourage voting by use of Post Office cancellation slo- 
gans. Senate passed July 3, 1952. House on July 2 post- 
poned action indefinitely. 

League Action: Statement submitted July 1, 1952 endorsed 
this bill in principle. 


4. D. C. Home Rule (S. 1976): House District Committee 
subcommittee voted May 9, 1952 to table this Senate-passed 
bill to give D. C. residents an elected city council and school 
board, a non-voting delegate to the House of Representa- 
tives and a Mayor appointed by the President. Discharge 
petition failed to receive enough signatures 


League Action: Supported S. 1976. 





See .. “YOU TOO CAN BE THE LIFE OF THE 
PARTY” in the August Woman’s Home Companion 
. based in part on League experiences. 


This is the last issue of the VOTER until September. 
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